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AVIATION SUPPORTING THE GLOBAL ECONOMY: 
VITAL ROLE TO PLAY RECONNECTING THE WORLD

36.7 million
jobs supported 

in global tourism 
through air 
transport.

Tourism as a whole 
supported over 300 

million jobs and 10% 
of global GDP.

The impact of Covid-19 on the global air transport system is dramatic, but that impact is also being felt throughout the economy 
as tourism and business travel is suspended and air routes cut. While it is too early to account for what the lasting impacts might 
be, it is worth noting the role aviation plays under normal circumstances. These figures are from the report Aviation: Benefits 
Beyond Borders. www.aviationbenefits.org

35%
of world trade by 
value sent by air 

($6.7 trillion worth of 
goods in 2019*).

In particular, 
perishable food 

products, medical 
equipment, vaccines 
and high-value items 

rely on fast and 
secure air transport.22,000

unique city-pairs 
served by airlines*.

65.5 million
jobs supported by air 

transport

$2.7 trillion
global economic 
impact (3.6% of 

global GDP)

10.2 million
people work in 

the aviation sector 
directly

6.1 million at 
airports

2.7 million for 
airlines

1.2 million in 
commercial 
aerospace 

manufacturing

233,000 for air 
traffic management 

providers

57%
of global tourists 

travel by air.

*  Updated figures from IATA Economics December 2019 Airline Industry Economic Performance report and previous reports

4.5 billion
passengers a 

year* - travelling 
for business, 

tourism, education, 
healthcare, 

diplomacy, visiting 
friends and family.

$64 billion
annual investment 

in airport 
infrastructure, 

mostly financed by 
industry and users.

The impact of Covid-19 will be deeply felt across the economy, but 
the aviation, travel and tourism sector has been hit acutely. Air travel 
has always bounced back after these shocks. This one is particularly 
severe, but the sector is committed to reconnecting the world and 
ensuring these economic and connectivity benefits return: sustainable 
recovery will rely on rapidly re-starting global connectivity.

For every million 
passengers, around 

1,000 on-airport jobs 
are generated.

$605 billion
tax paid by airlines 

to governments 
between 2015-2019* 

(does not include public revenues 
from airports or other parts of the 

aviation system)


